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HISTORIC
Port of Bladensburg

AND/OR COMMON

EZJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Anacostia River & Bladensburg Rd.

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Bladensburg — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Marvland Prince George's
[k CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP /STATUS PRESENT USE
— DISTRICT _'(Pusuc —_OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE ‘_)USEUM
__BUILDINGIS} __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL Veank
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK I PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCH
SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION CCT SIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGICUS
—OBJECT Z_INPROCESS Y. YES RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT jC'EN'tF:C
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES' UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL Y TRANSPCRTATION
. —NO —MILITARY AHER
- JOWNER OF PROPERTY (marina)

NAME

Maryland-National Capital Park & PlanningTelephone #: 277-2200

STREET & NUMBER
6600 Kenilworth Ave.

CITY. TOWN STATE , z1p code

Riverdale —__ VICINITY OF Maryland
5JLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:

COURTHOUSE. Folio ¢#:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.FTC Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Upper Marlboro Maryland

31 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL

—-STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE ?ECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED MY ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD —_RUINS —ALTERED — MOVED DATE ~

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 18th Century seaport of Bladensburg has all but dis-
appeared, except for a handful of old homes scattered about
the town. A small, power boat marina exists where sailing ships
once tied up. The "Magruder House ' and "Bostwick" overlook the
site. The appearance of the Anacostia River was altered by an
extensive Army Corps of Engineers flood control and channelization
project in the 1950's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ __ARCHEUQLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—_1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
76004699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X }700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music __THEATER
¥_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
_\/(9004 —~COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _.OTHER (SPECIFY!
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The town of Bladensburg was laid out in 1742, on the site
of the earlier Garrison's Landing. The town consisted of 60
one-acre lots, adjacent to the head of navigation of the Anzcostia
River (then called the Eastern Branch.) It was a thriving Col-
onial tobacco port for years, and had a number of factor's ware-
houses, taverns, mills, etc. It was also located on the old
Colonial Post Road that led to most of the established Eastern
cities. Other roads that merged here were used to roll tcbacco
from places such as lower Montgomery County (where no water ways
existed.) By the early 1800's, however, the town had begun its
decline, and the early arrival of the RR, coupled with the heavy
siltation of the River, ended the "golden era'"-although the
town continued to serve travellers passing through. The Battle
of Bladensburg was fought here in the War of 1812,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



[TIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1) Biddle, Rev. John F. "Bladensburg-An Early Trade Center",
RECORDS OF THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL SOC., Wash., D.C. (1950's).

2) Hienton, Louise J. PRINCE GEORGE'S HERITAGE, (1972).

3) Various notes, sketches, photos, etc. in M-NCPPC Files.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET II' NECESSARY

s:GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

TIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

FEiFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
M-NCPPC 3/2/73

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480

CITY OR TOCWN STATE
Silver Spring Marvyland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
- and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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PG:69-5
Bladensburg Survey District
Washington East quadrangle
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